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many of the King's patriotic subjects whose
places were taken by men much inferior in ability.
Boyen who, as a member of the military reorgan-
isation commission had done so much to put the
nation in a state of defence and in whom the
King had reposed the greatest confidence, now
felt that he too had become superfluous. Frederick
William no longer consulted him on important
matters and even ceased to invite him to table;
the more shallow of the courtiers already treated
him as one who had fallen into disgrace. It is
Boyen who gives us the most dramatic account of
the culmination of the negotiations with France.
Suddenly and unexpectedly he was summoned to
the'palace1 where he found the assembled ministers
and generals with "faces an ell long" because
French troops had marched from Mecklenburg
into Prussian territory and were, so the informant
had reported, marching straight on Berlin. A
council of war was about to be held. There was
talk of evacuating Berlin and Potsdam, but it was
declared that for such a step it was now too late;
that all one could hope for was to save the royal
family and that even then the King would no longer
be regarded as a respected ally by Russia, as had
always hitherto been the case, but would be a
mere fugitive in his eastern provinces:

I stood at the window, in the usual council chamber
of the palace [writes Boyen], and was endeavouring
1 This was in March, 1812.